
In January I celebrated 25 years at St Mary’s and whilst much has changed during that time, I am incredibly proud that 
the school has never lost sight of the core values of providing an outstanding education for young women as well as the 
life skills that we teach and in turn, the fun the girls have – this is what makes the St Mary’s education special. In August 
I will be retiring, and while I will be very sad to leave, I am delighted to announce that following a rigorous selection 
process, Mrs Nicola Griffiths, currently Deputy Head at Ipswich High School, was selected from an outstanding field of 
candidates and will take up the post of St Mary’s Principal on 1 September 2021. Educated locally, Mrs Griffiths attended 
Colchester County High School for Girls and The Sixth Form College, Colchester. She then went on to study at St Hilda’s 
College, University of Oxford, reading Biological Sciences. Mrs Griffiths has a wealth of experience and expertise in 
educating girls and she stated that she is “absolutely delighted to be appointed the next Principal of St Mary’s School; it 
has been my career ambition to return to my home county and to lead a wonderful girls’ school which places the needs 
of every individual girl at the forefront of everything that it does.”
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Notices

To listen to the breakfast show on 
SMS radio during the lockdown, 
tune in between 8am and 8.50am 
on weekdays, by visiting http://
streaming.broadcastradio.
com:8800/stmcol

St Mary’s

Alumni news

Marking 25 glorious years of working at St Mary’s School, students and staff congratulated Principal, Mrs Hilary 
Vipond on her landmark anniversary on Monday 4 January. Mrs Vipond began working at St Mary’s Senior School 
in January 1996, initially as the Head of Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE), becoming Vice Principal and 
going on to secure the role of the seventh Principal in St Mary’s 113th year history in September 2006. Remarking 
on her 25 years of working at St Mary’s, Mrs Vipond said “I am delighted to be celebrating many enjoyable years at 
St Mary’s. I joined the school when I was new to the area, having moved from a school in London and had no idea 
I would end up staying so long! I had a four-month-old baby and a three-year-old and was returning to work after 
maternity leave. I had not anticipated it would be such a lovely place to work, it really was unique, something I think 
many staff still say today.” 

During Mrs Vipond’s quarter of a century at the school, GCSE results have been consistently high and in November 
last year, the Lower School was ranked 12th highest performing prep school in England by the Sunday Times Parent 
Power listing. Hilary has spearheaded many nationally recognised accolades for St Mary’s, such as becoming an 
Eco School, International School and receiving National Wellbeing and Healthy Schools status. Over the years, Mrs 
Vipond has introduced a large number of successful events, initiatives and projects including the annual St Mary’s 
Senior School Activities Week where students visit other countries to experience new cultures and challenges and the 
Year 7 Induction Weekend at Mersea Outdoors. Mrs Vipond also initiated the fantastic Forest School area and Secret 
Garden at the Lower School, which provide a wonderful outdoor learning space for the Kindergarten children and 
Lower School girls. The Kindergarten itself is new and building developments have also come to fruition during the 
time Hilary has been at the school, with the Arts Block being built at the Senior School and more recently, a new multi-
sensory play area for the Kindergarten and Prep children and an extensive expansion to the Senior School Dining 
Hall. St Mary’s has become a global member of Round Square, an international network of schools whose ethos 
mirrors everything about education that Hilary believes is important. Their key ideals of learning: internationalism, 
democracy, environmentalism, adventure, leadership and service opens the students’ eyes to the world around them, 
it teaches them inclusivity, humility and the feeling that the sky is the limit.



This year we found alternative ways of enjoying Christmas at St Mary’s! At 
the Kindergarten and Lower School our Nativity was filmed, with children 
performing in their separate bubbles in the outdoor classroom, the Forest 
School area and around the school grounds. The wonderful performance 
was then shared with parents on the evening of the penultimate day of 
term. The Kindergarten children and Lower School girls also enjoyed a 
Christmas lunch before watching a virtual pantomime of Goldilocks. 

The Kindergarten children participated in a variety of festive craft activities 
such as making Christmas trees using strips of paper or natural objects 
they had collected in the Forest School area. The children also decorated a 
Snowman and a Christmas tree in the tuff tray. At the Lower School, as well 
as a variety of Christmas themed activities in class, the girls took part in a 
Christmas bauble competition, led by the Year 6 prefects and a Christmas 
card competition to have their design featured on the school e-card. 

At the Senior School, the annual Christmas Celebration was also filmed, 
with girls performing in their separate bubbles at the Abbey Field Centre. 
Amongst other activities, Year 7 girls enjoyed a Christmas party organised 
by the Year 11 Listeners, who led the event remotely due to being in a 
separate bubble. The girls enjoyed playing party games and testing 
their Christmas knowledge in a quiz! And as is tradition, the Head Girls 
decorated the Christmas tree!

We would love to hear your memories of Christmas celebrations at St 
Mary’s! Please get in touch at alumni@stmaryscolchester.org.uk

We are continually improving and extending our facilities at the 
Kindergarten, Lower School and Senior School and the latest project 
has been an extension to the Senior School dining hall to accomodate 
the growing number of girls at school. The new dining hall reopened last 
term and the girls enjoyed eating delicious lunches, freshly prepared on 
the premises by the Holroyd Howe catering team, within their year group 
bubbles.

Christmas Celebrations enjoyed by students and parents

Newly extended dining hall opened
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12th
highest performing prep school 

in England, as ranked by the 
Sunday Times in its Parent 

Power list

98%
of GCSEs overall in 2020 were 
graded at four or above, at St 

Mary’s

7th
Eco-Schools Green Flag 

awarded by Keep Britain Tidy 
in recognition of our work to 

raise environmental awareness, 
empower students, improve 
the school environment and 
engage the local community

210
top schools from 50 countries 

are members of the Round 
Square Organisation, of which 
St Mary’s is a global member, 

and which offers opportunities 
to collaborate with, learn from 
and share experiences with 

like-minded peers across the 
globe


