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Alumni news
I know I am writing at what are difficult times for many people, in many different ways, and I hope first and foremost that you
and your families are well. Knowing St Mary’s, I am sure you will not be surprised to hear how well the students and staff have
adapted to the new way of working, and how both students and staff have also been giving their time to help others. You can
read about some of the staff and students’ fantastic efforts in this newsletter. You can also read about some of the activities the
students took part in during Science Week last term, which I hope brings back some memories of science at St Mary’s for you!
This pandemic has certainly highlighted the important role scientists play in our society. Women are still under-represented in
this area however, and St Mary’s wants to see that change. If you have gone on to study or have a career in science we would
love to hear from you. It really inspires the girls to hear what past students have achieved. Please get in touch at
alumni@stmaryscolchester.org.uk

- Mrs H Vipond, Principal

Textiles department make scrubs and gowns for NHS
The Textiles department have been making much needed scrubs and
gowns for Broomfield Hospital. Supporting the staff, Mr Alex White, father of
Amy in Year 11, has been cutting out the fabric for the scrubs on one of his
industrial CAD/CAM machines. The speed and accuracy at which the scrubs
can be cut is fantastic, leaving the volunteers to focus on the sewing with
many more garments being produced in a day.

Notices

Enrichment activities continue following school closures

To listen to Mr Vieto’s breakfast
show on SMS radio during the
lockdown, tune in between 8am
and 8.50am on weekdays, by visiting
http://streaming.broadcastradio.
com:8800/stmcol

It has not just been ideas for delivering lessons the teachers have been getting
creative with since schools were closed, but extra curricular activities too! Mr
Rassell, Head of History, launched History Film Club and every week, historical
films are selected for the girls to watch and are then reviewed together.
St Mary’s School Radio has also continued despite the lockdown with Mr Vieito,
Assistant Director of the Senior School, holding the fort and broadcasting the
breakfast show from home.

www.stm ar y sc o lc h e st e r.o r g. u k

A GoFundMe page has been
set up to enable the purchase of
fabric, threads, elastic and other
materials needed to continue
making scrubs and gowns for
the NHS. For anyone wishing to
support the cause, please see
https://www.gofundme.com/f/
scrubs-for-broomfield?utm_
source=whatsapp-visit&utm_
medium=chat&utm_campaign=p_
cp+share-sheet

See www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LyYkSBDiUjY for a trailer
of ‘George Saves the Rainforest’
by former teacher Mrs Lyn Pendle.
Hardback and paperback copies
of the book can be purchased
from the publisher, Austin
Macauley: www.austinmacauley.
com/book/george-saves-rainforest

Former St Mary’s teacher publishes first children’s book

98%

of all St Mary’s candidates
achieved five or more GCSE
passes at grade four, or C, or
above

100%

Former St Mary’s member of staff, Mrs Lyn Pendle, recently launched her
debut book ‘George Saves the Rainforest’, a children’s picture book about
an orangutan named George who discovers that his beloved rainforest is
being destroyed.
After retiring from teaching Home Economics and Food following a
longstanding career of 30 years at St Mary’s, Mrs Pendle decided to have
a gap experience and went to Sarawak to work with Project Borneo. Each
spring for the last five years, she has experienced firsthand the range of
animals affected by the loss of their rainforest habitat. On returning home,
she decided to write a fun story to engage with younger readers so they
could understand the problems of deforestation and the effect it has on
wildlife.
Any profits from sales of ‘George Saves the Rainforest’ will go directly
to Project Borneo to ensure the animals in their care are fed and the
hardworking local staff are paid.

GCSE pass rate in 13 subjects –
Art, Biology, Chemistry, Drama,
French, History, Italian, Music,
PE, Physics, Religious Studies,
Statistics and Textiles

54%

of St Mary’s candidates who
took the 11+ CSSE examination
in September 2018 for entry to
Essex state selective (grammar)
schools, were successful in
achieving places at Colchester
High School for Girls

93%

of pupils in the 2018/19 Prep
Class attained a Good Level of
Development against the Early
Years framework, compared to
the national average of 71%

Hands-on science was theme of this year’s Science Week
During Science Week, pupils at the Lower School became ‘Plant
Detectives’, looking at where plants are able to grow, explored whether
bubbles could be blown in different shapes, sizes and colours, were
challenged to build a bird’s nest and construct a strong bridge from a
limited selection of materials, and took part in forensic science workshops,
where they were given a ‘crime scene’ to investigate!
Meanwhile, Senior School students participated in forensic workshops with
expert Mike Spore, took part in interactive sessions with exotic animals run
by Kimmy’s Zoo, and dissected hearts with Biology teacher, Mrs Murray.
Medical Mavericks delivered workshops to Senior School students, where
the girls tried keyhole surgery, looked inside their bodies with an ultrasound
machine and took pictures of the inside of their eye! The girls took part
in the national Biology Challenge and six of St Mary’s Triple Scientists
competed in a Science Week Competition, where they were challenged with
experiments from the A-Level curriculum.

Keep up to date with all the St Mary’s latest news and events as they happen:
Facebook
stmaryscolchesteralumni
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