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The following offers some suggestions for reading for girls in Years 7 and 8. 

They are all good examples of the best books currently available, both old and new (excluding standard classic 

titles which the girls should be reading additionally). All are available from the School Library. 

 

 

   

Happy Reading! From the Library and the English department 
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Chris Priestly 

The Dead of Winter 

As Michael approaches the large and desolate country house where he’s invited to spend Christmas with his guardian, he sees a woman 

standing alone in the marshes. Something is not quite right… An uneasy start. As for the house itself, nothing has prepared Michael for the 

solitude he feels as he spends the holiday wandering the silent corridors seeking distraction. Michael soon realises that the house and its 

grounds harbour secrets. The house does not take kindly to strangers and there are malevolent forces at work. Michael and his guardian are 

not truly alone… 

 
Kim Slater 

A Seven Letter Word 

Finlay's mother vanished two years ago and since then his stutter has become almost unbearable. Bullied at school and ignored by his 

father, the only way to get out the words which are bouncing around in his head is by writing long letters to his mother, which he knows she 

will never read, and by playing Scrabble online. But when Finlay is befriended by an online Scrabble player called Alex, everything changes. 

Could Alex be his mother secretly trying to contact him? Or is there something more sinister going on? Perhaps there’s more to his mother’s 

disappearance than Finlay’s father says... 

 
Sophie Mckenzie 

Becoming Jo 

Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy: the names of the four sisters imprinted in many hearts, whose stories were told in Louisa Alcott’s book “Little 

Women”. But what if their stories had different endings? Reimagined by Sophie McKenzie and told through the eyes of aspiring writer Jo, 

“Becoming Jo” contains a subtle humour and whilst it may split opinion about the retelling of such a classic book, it shows how timeless the 

characters and many of the themes in the original story are. Follow the lives of the four sisters during a time when their dad is working in 

war-torn Syria and they’ve had to move to a new house as their mum has lost her job… 

 
Laura Amy Schlitz 

Fire Spell 

Clara disappears on her birthday. Exceptionally wealthy and exceptionally lonely, she has requested that a puppeteer and his two orphan 

helpers stage a spellbinding show at her home. But when the curtains close and darkness falls the puppeteer, Grisini, kidnaps Clara and uses 

his sinister powers to imprison her body and mind. His two young assistants realise what has happened, and all three children find 

themselves caught up in a terrible struggle for supernatural eminence between Grisini and a dying witch of extraordinary power. 
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Fleur Hitchcock 

Murder in Midwinter (Some aspects might disturb very sensitive younger readers) 

Sat on the top of a bus in London days before Christmas, Maya sees a man holding a gun arguing with a woman. Phone in hand, Maya 

instinctively takes a photo, the flash goes off and the couple look straight at her. A terrified Maya goes to the police, who shrug and dismiss 

her… until the next day… when a body turns up. Now convinced that Maya is a vital witness to a crime, the police send her into hiding  at 

her aunt’s farm in the Welsh mountains. When it snows heavily no one can get out. But what if someone, with a purpose, can still get in? 

 
Sarah Carroll 

The Words That Fly Between Us 

From the outside, it looks like Lucy has the perfect life. She has everything. Everything that money can buy. But money can't buy Lucy the 

words she needs to stand up to her bully of a father, the words to escape her suffocating family life, the words to become the person she 

wants to be. Then Lucy finds an escape route. Every attic on her street is connected, and as she starts to explore the secret lives of her 

neighbours, Lucy realises that she is not the only one to suffer in silence. 

 
Patricia Elliott 

The House of Eyes 

London, 1909. Since the death of her parents, twelve-year old Connie has lived with her aunts who still grieve for Connie’s cousin Ida who 

bizarrely went missing from her pram many years ago. When a beautiful young girl turns up at the front door claiming to be Ida everyone is 

thrown into turmoil. Although lonely and longing for a friend, Connie, suspects the girl is an impostor. If she isn’t Ida, who is she? Connie’s 

dogged determination to find out the truth puts her in grave danger – someone is definitely out to stop her getting answers - but Connie 

won't give up... 

 
Frances Hardinge 

A Face Like Glass 

In the underground city of Caverna skilled craftsmen toil to create delicacies - wines that can remove memories, cheeses that can make you 

hallucinate and perfumes that convince you to trust. The ordinary people of Caverna are just that - more ordinary, but for one thing: their 

faces are completely blank. Expressions must be learned, and only the Facesmiths can teach a person to show (or fake) joy, despair or fear - 

at a price. Into this dark world comes Neverfell, a little girl with no memory and a face so terrifying that she must wear a mask at all times. 

For Neverfell's emotions are strangely obvious on her face though entirely genuine. And that makes her very dangerous indeed. 
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Rebecca Westcott 

Violet Ink 

Quiet, contemplative 12-year-old Izzy has always adored her charismatic, confident older sister, Alex. But when Alex starts going out with a 

new boyfriend, everything changes. Izzy isn't sure she can still trust her sister and that special sisterly bond feels threatened - but she will 

never stop loving her. Letters from Alex to Izzy, written in her distinctive purple pen, keep their relationship alive but when one of Alex’s 

letters delivers a bolt from the blue, Izzy’s fears for the future worsen...  

 
Cora Harrison 

I Was Jane Austen's Best Friend 

Set in 1791 I Was Jane Austen's Best Friend purports to be the secret diary of Jenny, Jane Austen’s cousin. When teenager Jenny falls 

utterly in love with a handsome naval officer, obstacles stand in the couple’s way. Who better to help than Jane, who already considers 

herself an expert in love and relationships? The girls’ evenings are a blur of beautiful dresses, balls, gossip and romance; their days are 

spent writing about them – Jenny in her diary, Jane in her first attempts at fiction. 

 

Lisa Thompson 

The Graveyard Riddle 

Melody Bird has discovered an old, abandoned house in the corner of the graveyard, and a mysterious boy, Hal, hiding there. Hal tells 

Melody that he's a spy-in-training, using the house as a base for his undercover surveillance of a known local criminal. Melody’s friends 

Matthew and Jake don't believe that a teenager would be entrusted with this mission and turn the tables to spy on him, uncovering secrets 

and unravelling a mystery as they go. (Melody, Matthew and Jake first appeared as characters in The Goldfish Boy). 

  
Lucy Worsley 

The Austen Girls 

Anna Austen has always been told she must marry rich. Her future depends upon it. While her dear cousin Fanny has a little more choice, 

she too is under pressure to find a husband. But how can either girl know what she wants? Is finding love even an option? The only person 

who seems to have answers is their mysteriously wealthy Aunt Jane. She has never married. In fact, she's perfectly happy, so surely being 

single can't be such a bad thing? The time will come for each of the Austen girls to become the heroines of their own stories. One will 

impetuously make and break an engagement and the other will find herself looking after ten siblings. 

 

 

 


