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Year 7 Scholarships: Encouraging,
developing and celebrating

excellence



How to apply for a
St Mary’s Year 7
Scholarship

1 Complete the
Registration Form
and pay the
Registration Fee 

2 Complete the
Scholarship
Application form in
the back of this
booklet, or online on
the school website

3 Return it to the
Registrar by the
deadline 

4 Attend the
Scholarship
Assessment Day, if
invited, bringing any
requested information
or evidence

5 Parents are notified
of Scholarship
decisions along with
the offer of places in
December of Year 6



Scholars are highly valued at St Mary’s. They make an active contribution to
the rich life of the school and act as role models and leaders to other
students and as ambassadors for St Mary’s. Scholars are encouraged - and
expected - to make the most of the wealth of educational opportunities
available to them to extend, broaden and strengthen their aptitudes and
talents and to gain valuable experience that will stand them in good stead
for the future.
Encouraging excellence
We welcome Scholarship applications
from prospective Year 7 students who can
demonstrate potential in Art, Drama,
Music or Sport. Performance in the
Entrance Assessment determines which
students are offered St Mary’s Academic
Scholarships, while Miss Comrie
Scholars are chosen following their
meeting with the Principal and an
independent panel. 
In all cases, students are expected to
show enthusiasm, commitment and a
level of success, as well as promise. There
is no financial assessment for St Mary’s
Scholarship applicants and all
Scholarships are awarded solely on merit
and in open competition.

Recognising Scholars
Our Scholars take the lead in their field
of expertise throughout their time at the
school. 
They contribute their skills, time and
ideas to enrich school life and motivate
other students to strive and achieve,
which brings its own rewards. 
Having joined St Mary’s, Scholars wear
the beautiful Scholars’ badge and are
recognised throughout the school. 
They are mentored and advised to take
advantage of particular opportunities
designed to develop their skills and
experience. 
Scholarships also attract a fee remission,
at the discretion of the Principal.

Scholarships
offered

Art
Music
Drama
Sport
Academic*
Miss Comrie*

* Cannot be applied for

Year 7 ScholarshipsSt Mary’s 
Colchester



Benefits of Academic Scholarship
Our Academic Scholars are encouraged
and expected to take advantage of
opportunities to extend their learning
through St Mary’s Outstanding Potential
Accelerated Learners (OPAL)
programme, which provides seminars,
workshops and educational visits
designed to stretch our most able
students. Scholars take a lead role in the
school’s academic activities, which
include debating competitions, student-
led seminars and educational challenges.
They represent the school in local,
regional and national competitions and
events. Academic Scholars wear the
Scholars’ Badge and are recognised
throughout their time at the school.
Scholars receive a fee remission, at the
discretion of the Principal.

Expectations of Scholars
Academic Scholars are chosen to lead in-
school academic activities and to

represent the school in the wider world
and it is expected that they show effort,
commitment and enthusiasm in doing so.
They should at all times set an example
to other students, upholding the school’s
academic standards and ethos. 

Scholarship requirements
Academic Scholarships may be awarded
to prospective Year 7 students who show
a high level of academic potential and
ability. It is not possible to apply for an
Academic Scholarship - these are offered
on the basis of achievement in the 
St Mary’s Senior School Entrance
Assessment, which is designed to
ascertain aptitude rather than
experience. There is no limit to the
number of Academic Scholarships that
may be offered in one year of entry - in
common with all St Mary’s Scholarships,
they are awarded solely on merit. All
Scholarships are awarded along with the
offer of a place at St Mary’s.

Academic Scholarship
St Mary’s has one of the best records of academic
achievement in the county. Our most able students are
identified, tracked and individually monitored to ensure
that they are given all the support and extension they
need to fly high and realise their academic potential.



Art Scholarship

Benefits of Art Scholarship
Our Art Scholars are developed as
independent learners and imaginative
thinkers, who formulate their own
personal responses to set topics and
themes. 
Scholars take a lead role in whole-school
Art activities and represent the
department on the St Mary’s Arts
Council, which influences the impact of
the Arts throughout the school. 
Scholars act as ambassadors for the
school at art events and exhibitions
locally and regionally and their artwork
is exhibited beyond the school as an
example of the high quality of Art at 
St Mary’s. 
Art Scholars wear the Scholars’ Badge
and are recognised throughout their time
at the school. 
Scholars receive a fee remission, at the
discretion of the Principal.

Expectations of Scholars
Art Scholars contribute to the whole-
school Art ethos. They have a positive
approach in, and show commitment to,
Art lessons and activities, supporting
others. Scholars take a lead role in school
exhibitions, assist at open days and at all
times act as ambassadors for the school
and as role models for their peers.

Scholarship requirements
Art Scholarships may be awarded to
prospective Year 7 students who submit a
portfolio of work by the deadline. Those
shortlisted are invited to interview to
discuss their work with the Head of Art
and take part in the Art Assessment.
There is no limit to the number of Art
Scholarships that may be offered in one
year of entry - in common with all St
Mary’s Scholarships, they are awarded
solely on merit. All Scholarships are
awarded along with the offer of a place at
St Mary’s.

The Art department at St Mary’s is a professional-style
creative environment where our most talented artists
flourish, inspired by visits to galleries and the high-
quality teaching.



Benefits of Drama Scholarship
Drama Scholars are always involved in 
school productions and Drama workshops.
They are inspired by classes run by
professional performers in school, as well
as visits to professional stage
performances locally and in London. Older
scholars will work with younger students
in Drama Club. Drama Scholars wear the
beautiful Scholars’ Badge and are
recognised throughout their time at the
school. Scholars receive a fee remission, at
the discretion of the Principal.

Expectations of Scholars
Scholars contribute to the whole-school
Drama ethos, have a positive approach in
Drama lessons and support others in
lessons and rehearsals. They take on
major roles in school productions. There is
an expectation that Scholars will opt to
take GCSE Drama.

Scholarship requirements
Drama Scholarship candidates attend for
a 10-minute Drama Scholarship
Assessment, to give a short performance
or reading and demonstrate evidence of
involvement in Drama outside of school (a
portfolio of programmes, certificates,
photographs, for example). There is no
limit to the number of Drama
Scholarships that may be offered in one
year of entry - in common with all 
St Mary’s Scholarships, they are awarded
solely on merit. All Scholarships are
awarded along with the offer of a place at
St Mary’s.

Drama Scholarship
Lively and creative, our busy Drama department
presents Scholars with many opportunities to take the
spotlight, developing their dramatic techniques,
confidence and performance skills in a supportive and
encouraging environment. 

It is possible for a student to hold
more than one St Mary’s Scholarship. 
It should be borne in mind though
that the Scholar must be prepared to
meet the expectations of every
Scholarship held.



Benefits of Music Scholarship
Those who are awarded Music
Scholarships are key members of our
orchestra, ensembles and choirs. They
perform regularly in concerts, assemblies
and at school events and are encouraged
to attend inspiring professional recitals
and productions. Scholars have access to
the the school’s well-equipped Music
department and our highly qualified
teaching staff and peripatetic
instrumental teachers. 
Music Scholars wear the Scholars’ Badge
and are recognised throughout their time
at the school. Scholars receive a fee
remission, at the discretion of the
Principal.

Expectations of Scholars
Music Scholars must contribute to the
whole-school Music ethos and have a
positive approach to Music and
instrumental lessons, supporting others.
They are expected to take a lead role in

the school orchestra, choirs and
ensembles and to perform in school
assemblies.

Scholarship requirements
Music Scholarship candidates are
expected to have attained at least Grade
3 or equivalent standard, ideally in two
instruments or one instrument and voice.
The Music Scholarship Assessment lasts
approximately 15 minutes and calls for
the performance of one or two pieces of
music (either sung or with a chosen
instrument) and a short sight-reading
test, plus supporting evidence of
attainment. Candidates should supply
any accompaniment score in advance of
the Assessment. There is no limit to the
number of Music Scholarships that may
be offered in one year of entry - in
common with all St Mary’s Scholarships,
they are awarded solely on merit. All
Scholarships are awarded along with the
offer of a place at St Mary’s.

Our able musicians provide the soundtrack to school life.
Whether playing or singing solo or as part of an
ensemble, the choir or the impressive school orchestra,
they develop their performance techniques and their
musicianship as well as their love of music.

Music Scholarship



Benefits of Sports Scholarship
Sports Scholars represent the school in
local and regional fixtures, develop their
coaching and leadership skills and are
inspired by watching professional sports
competitions. Scholars wear the
beautiful Scholars’ Badge and are
recognised throughout their time at the
school. Scholars receive a fee remission,
at the discretion of the Principal.

Expectations of Scholars
Sports Scholars must show commitment
to playing for school teams in at least
two major competitive sports,
willingness to attend team and squad
practices and matches and good conduct,
aptitude, participation and progress at
all times.

Scholarship requirements
Sports Scholarships may be awarded to

candidates who can demonstrate
achievement and/or genuine potential in
two or more sports and good leadership
skills. 
Those invited to attend the Sports
Scholarship Assessment take part in a
range of team activities along with other
candidates. 
They must show an ability to respond to
guidance and to work well as part of a
team. 

Sports Excellence Award 
Sports Excellence Award may be
awarded to candidates who can
demonstrate outstanding achievement in
a particular sport.
This could be as part of a club (e.g.
representation at county, regional or
national level) or on an individual basis
(e.g. individual achievement in a
prestigious competition).

Sports Scholarship
Our Sports Scholars represent the school locally and 
regionally and inspire our teams and individuals. 

Miss Comrie Scholarship
Our Miss Comrie Scholars - named in honour of one of St Mary’s influential early headmistresses -
are highly regarded as ambassadors for the school and make a substantial contribution to school life.
Suitable candidates are chosen on the basis of their meeting with the Principal and shortlisted for
interview by an independent panel. Miss Comrie Scholars hold a position of responsibility, wear the
Scholars’ Badge and receive a fee remission, at the discretion of the Principal.



Child’s first name Surname

Scholarship Application

#

St Mary’s 
Colchester

Scholarship(s) for which you wish to apply (please tick)

Art Drama Music     Sports
Please note that Academic Scholarships and Miss Comrie Scholarships cannot be applied for. Academic Scholarships are offered on the basis of performance in the St Mary’s
Entrance Assessment; Miss Comrie Scholarships through selection by the Principal and independent panel.

Applying for a
St Mary’s
Scholarship

To apply for a
Scholarship for your
child please
complete, detach
and return this
form by the
deadline listed
below, accompanied
by any supporting
evidence, to:

The Registrar, 
St Mary’s School, 
91 Lexden Road,
Colchester, 
Essex 
CO3 3RB

Scholarship
Application
deadlines
Year 7 Entry 2020 
Deadline: 
11 October 2019

Year 7 Entry 2021 
Deadline: 
9 October 2020

Please turn over...

Proposed year of entry

Please could your daughter bring with her to the scholarship interview her portfolio showing the range and quality of her artwork. Below please give brief details of your
daughter’s achievements in Art. Continue on a separate sheet if necessary.

Supporting information (please complete only the sections which apply)
Art Scholarship

Drama Scholarship
Please could your daughter bring with her to the scholarship interview her portfolio showing the range and quality of her experince in Drama, including any relevant
certificates. Below please give brief details of your daughter’s achievements in Drama. Continue on a separate sheet if necessary.



#

Music Scholarship
Please could your daughter bring with her to the scholarship interview her most recent Music examination certificates and any other evidence of achievement. Below
please give brief details of your daughter’s attainment in Music. Continue on a separate sheet if necessary.

Instrument 1 / voice Grade Date

Instrument 2 / voice Grade Date

Further instruments Grade Date

Sports Scholarship
Please give brief details of your daughter’s attainment in Sport. 

What is your main Do you compete for the
sport? school team in this 

sport?

Do you compete for How many times a 
a team outside of week do you play this
school in this sport? sport including training?
If so, which team?

What is the highest Do you compete in any
level you have other sports in school?
competed? (e.g. school, (please list)
club, district, county?)

Do you compete for any
other sports teams 
oustide of school?
(please list)

Data Protection:
Privacy Notice

The data that you
provide will be
processed in accordance
with our Privacy
Notice, which is
available at 
www.stmaryscolchester.
org.uk/Privacy-Notice-
for-Pupils

Please submit to the Registrar in advance of the Scholarship deadline any evidence of achievement.  Below please give brief details of your daughter’s outstanding
achievement in Sport. Continue on a separate sheet if necessary. 

Sports Excellence Award



St Mary’s Senior School 
91 Lexden Road, Colchester, Essex CO3 3RB. Tel 01206 216420

St Mary’s Lower School and Kindergarten
247 London Road, Copford, Colchester, Essex CO3 8LT. Tel 01206 211242



www.stmaryscolchester.org.uk    
twitter @stmaryscolch       facebook  stmaryscolchester

St Mary’s 
Colchester


