


l\/\ U S | C a n d d ['a m a St. Mary’s has a strong tradition S p O ["[ The school has a number of sports teams, many of which —

of performing arts and drama. such as netball, tennis and cross-country running — are local

Regular school productions mean that pupils of all ages have the champions. Throughout the school, girls can also take part in rounders,
opportunity to take part and to learn new skills, from production to hockey, athletics, swimming, gymnastics, basketball and volleyball, plus
set construction, lighting and make-up. Year 10 and 11 pupils can do golf, badminton, squash and aerobics.

Musical activities form a key part of school life, with choirs, orchestra
and smaller instrumental groups performing at school functions and
regular concerts for parents and friends. Many compete successfully

in music festivals. “Excellent development

L of self confidence.”
A(:t | V | t | e S We enter teams into the Greenpower Electric Car

Race at Goodwood, often reaching the finals. Independent Schools

Inspectorate

For those who prefer film making, our school has been working with
Colchester film company Signals on a project which is based around
‘treasured European environments locally’.

We are also proud of the connections we foster overseas,
with schools in France, Spain and the Netherlands.

A School Activities Week takes place in early July, with trips both in
Britain and abroad and a special programme of projects and tasks
aimed at developing each student’s personal experiences and
widening aspirations.



Inspection

St. Mary’s School is regularly inspected by ISI, the Independent Schools
Inspectorate. The most up-to-date report, in which St. Mary’s was
described as ‘outstanding’, is available to view on our website
www.stmaryscolchester.org.uk.

We take the inspection process very seriously and value independent
feedback into the day-to-day running of the school. The inspectors are
drawn from a wide range of backgrounds, and are usually former or
existing teachers in senior roles.

Management procedures are reviewed, classes and teaching techniques
are observed and pupils are asked for their opinions.

Exam results

St. Mary’s is proud of its exam results’ record, and is consistently among
the best performing schools in the area.

Every year, around 90% of our pupils achieve at least five grades A* to C
at GCSE, way above the national average.

The school also has one of the highest contextual value added (CVA)
measures in the county, which quantifies the improvement that a school
has made to the results of each individual between Key Stage 2 (age 11)
and Key Stage 4 (GCSE).

We are also proud of our exam results from the Lower School, preparing
pupils for entrance to a wide range of schools. Our excellent 11+ results
make us consistently one of the largest feeder primary schools to the
selective grammar schools.




School clubs

Both Lower and Senior Schools offer a Breakfast Club from 8am,
which is much appreciated by parents.

An after-school Homework Club operates in the Senior School from
Mondays to Thursdays.

There are numerous other sporting and artistic clubs as well as a thriving
Eco-Schools team and School Council.
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national average.”

Independent Schools
Inspectorate




Important information

I\/\ a n a g e m e nt St. Mary’s School is a charitable trust run by

a board of Governors. It is built on Christian
foundations but accepts pupils of all denominations and does not
discriminate on grounds of race, religion or disability. Pastoral care is
important and we stress the importance of social, moral and spiritual
development. We are members of the Girls Schools’ Association.

Ad M iSS | (O[S Prep or reception pupils enter the Lower School

at the age of four when they join the Preparatory
Class or five if they join in Year 1. They join the Senior School at the age
of 11. However, there may be places for children wishing to join at other
ages. Younger children are invited to attend the school’s informal ‘Kitten
Club’ before they join the Preparatory Class, to familiarise themselves
with the school and to help them feel more settled. Those admitted at
11 are expected to sit the Year 7 Assessment Test, usually held in late
January, and attend an interview.

F| Nanc | d | adss | Sta N (@ Scholarships and bursaries

are available. Please contact
us for information. Additionally, you may wish to get in touch with an
Independent Financial Adviser who can provide you with information
on relevant savings’ schemes.

CO MIMun | Ca t | on Relationships with parents are truly valued.

We have an open door policy and parents
and carers are invited to contact us should they have any concerns or
simply want an interim report on progress. We believe that successful
education rests upon strong partnerships between home and school.

Lea M | N g S U p p O |‘t Extra tuition and learning support is

provided for pupils who are gifted as
well as those who have special needs.

R e p O |'t S Reports are compiled twice yearly and meetings are arranged
with parents and carers to discuss pupils’ progress.

PT A The School has a very active Parent Teachers’ Association who
organise an excellent social calendar. Events include an annual
summer ball, a quiz evening, fireworks for Guy Fawkes, Wassails, a
Summer Fete and other events. The Association is keen on expanding
its network of parents. Anyone wishing to get involved is asked to
contact them directly.
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